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(Lead Story) 


Boyer And 
Colbert In 


“Tovarich | 


‘*Tovarich,’’ the world-famous 
comedy dealing with an exiled Rus- 
sian Prince and Grand Duchess, 
which has been playing on the stage 
all over civilization for several years, 
comes in film form to the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. 


Starring Claudette Colbert and 
Charles Boyer, it is said to be the 
most massive and expensive pro- 
duction that Warner Bros. have 
turned out since “Anthony Adverse” 
and “The Charge Of The Light 
Brigade.” The director selected to 
handle the making of the immense 
production was Anatole Litvak, Rus- 
sian-born genius who several years 
ago in France made the highly suc- 
cessful “‘Be Mine Tonight.” 


Anton Grot designed the settings 
for ‘““Tovarich.’’ The largest one, a 
copy of the Belleville section in 
Paris, covered two acres and cost 


$60,000 to build. 


The set, under construction for 
four weeks, is seen in the opening 
shot of the picture. Three-story 
buildings, complete in every detail 
surround a courtyard, paved with 
thousands of real _ cobble-stones. 
Fully stocked wine shops, book 
stores, clothing stores, boot shops, 
cheese shops and the like open onto 
the streets. 


Another tremendous setting was 
a market scene where Miss Colbert 
is caught stealing food. The entire 
stock of a wholesale vegetable con- 
cern in Hollywood was purchased 
for three days to dress the set, 
which was a copy of a market in 
the workingman’s section of Paris. 
This set covered a city block. 


Two famous dress designers cre- 
ated the gowns worn by the fem- 
inine stars of the picture. The one 
beautiful dress worn by Miss Col- 
bert was designed by Travis Banton. 
The gowns worn by Anita Louise 
and Isabel Jeans, who have impor- 
tant parts, were designed by War- 
ner’s coutourier, Orry-Kelly. 


A feature of the production is 
the camera technique. Charles Lang, 
who has photographed Miss Col- 
bert in her latest pictures, handled 
the cinematography and under Lit- 
vak’s direction filled the film with 
dificult and intricate moving shots. 
Seldom was the camera still and 
this gave the picture movement and 
pace and kept it from becoming 
static. 


Besides the players already named, 
the cast includes such popular act- 
ors and actresses as Basil Rathbone, 
Morris Carnovsky, Melville Cooper, 
Montagu Love, Heather Thatcher 
and Reine Riano. 


Mat 101—15¢ 
THE DUCHESS — that’s Claudette 
Colbert’s newest title, acquired for 
her role in “Tovarich,” comedy sen- 


sation of the year, coming to the 
Strand Theatre starting Friday. 


Mat 201—30c 


THE GRAND DUCHESS TATIANA — call her “Tina’— played by 
lovable Claudette Colbert, in Warner Bros.’ screen version of the inter- 
nationally famous comedy, “Tovarich,” coming soon to the Strand 
Theatre with Charles Boyer as Miss Colbert’s co-star. 


(Advance) 


Colbert A Duchess 


Who Does 


At one time or another, every 
actress plays a maid. Usually it’s 
her first play, when she enters left 
as the curtain goes up, puts the 
bowl of flowers on the mantel or 
occasional table, gives a flick to the 
curtain and exits right with nary a 
word. 


But not Claudette Colbert. They 


waited until she was a star to put 


Claudette Colbert’s fans cele- 
brated her birthday anniver- 
sary several weeks ago. She 
received from fans throughout 
the world, 58 gifts, including a 
desert tortoise with the donor’s 
initials carved in its shell. In 
Miss Colbert’s mail came the 
following: 14 hand embroid- 
ered handkerchiefs, two hand 
made sweaters, a pillow cover 
with the names of all her pic- 
tures embroidered on it, an oil 
painting of herself from an art- 
ist in Bar Harbor, Maine, three 
cigarette boxes, three jars of jel- 
ly, four fruit cakes, two bottles 
of home made grape juice, a box 
of dried peaches, an Indian 
blanket. Perhaps the oddest 
gift was sent by a cowboy in 
Sun Valley, Idaho, where Miss 
Colbert was on location last 
winter. It was a picture of the 
calf which the cowpuncher 
named for the star. 


awnerernsrn °F Om 


a black silk dress and a white cap 
and apron on her and send her 
around the table with the fish 
course. 


Miss Colbert is a maid in ““Tovar- 
ich,’ Warner Bros.’ new film ver- 
sion of the Broadway stage success. 
But she isn’t the usual maid. She's 
just doing it because she was a 
Grand Duchess first and ran out of 
money and needed the caviar and 
champagne she was accustomed to. 
Charles Boyer, co-starred with her 
in.the picture, gets a come-down, 
too. He appears as Miss Colbert's 
husband, a Russian Prince reduced 
to butling for a living—and caviar 
and champagne. 


This maid business, Miss Colbert 
will tell you, isn’t easy. There’s a 
good bit of manual labor connected 
with it, particularly in a dinner 
scene, which took three days to 


film. 


The scene was in the home of a 


French banker, played by Melville 


The Dishes 


Cooper. At the table were Cooper, 
Isabel Jeans, who plays his wife; 
Basil Rathbone, who is a cinematic 
Communist — but a quite dapper 
Communist in white tie and tails 
and no red banner with the star and 
sickle in evidence. There were half 
a dozen others at the board as well. 
It was Miss Colbert’s job to traverse 
the table with a platter of fish for 
the guests, while Boyer just hov- 
ered around to see no one got 
cheated. 


Miss Colbert made the circuit 
once, then suggested to Director 
Anatole Litvak that it might be a 
better idea if Boyer carried the fish 
around, (That platter was rather 
heavy.) 

“No, no,” Litvak objected. “‘It’s 
the maid’s job to serve the fish.” 


“Suppose she doesn’t like fish?” 
queried Miss Colbert, sparring for 
time. 


“She doesn’t have to like it,”’ re- 
torted Litvak. “‘All she has to do 1s 


. oe 
serve it. 


That wasn't, says Miss Colbert, so 
bad in the morning when the scene 
was first shot and she was full of 
vigor and the fish wasn’t. But by 
midafternoon she was thinking nasty 
thoughts about the fish and people 
who ate it — or even pretended to. 


Seven times she made the circuit 
of the table, stopping beside each 
guest while they helped themselves 
to fish and carried on a bit of smart 
chit-chat while doing so. 


Miss Colbert’s rather evident dis- 
like for her cinematic job was per- 
fectly all right with Director Litvak, 
because after all, how many Grand 
Duchesses would like the job of 
waiting on table? Boyer and Miss 
Colbert, both naturally finicky peo- 
ple, perform their menial duties in 
the picture with just the right air 
of aloofness, particularly when, 
after their night off they come in 
in evening clothes and have to carry 
in the garbage pail and the empty 
milk bottles. 


Besides the two stars, the cast of 
“Tovarich,’” coming to the Strand 
Friday, includes such notable names 
as Anita Louise, Basil Rathbone, 
Melville Cooper, Isabel Jeans, Mor- 
ris Carnovsky, Montagu Love, Hea- 
ther Thatcher, Maurice Murphy, 
Reine Riane and Victor Kilian. The 
picture is based on the internation- 
ally famous stage play of the same 
name by Jacques Deval. 
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(Advance) 


Bed Scene 


Vexes Poor 
Claudette 


Claudette Colbert, looking great- 
ly distraught, crawled out of the 
wreckage of a bed on the set at 
Warner Bros. where ““Tovarich”’ was 
being filmed. 


“I thought,” said Miss Colbert, 
“that this was a drawing room com- 
edy.”’ 

She addressed Anatole Litvak, 
who directed ““Tovarich,’’ which is 
coming to the Strand. And she 
eyed him somewhat coldly. 


“Tt is,” Mr. Litvak assured her. 
“That is, it’s a sort of a drawing 
room comedy.” 


““Huh!”’ said Miss Colbert, or a 
monosyllable to that effect. 


And really her ejaculation was 
justified, according to persons who 
have watched her trials and tribu- 
lations during this production. It 
seems that she had come to the 
Warner lot happy in the thought 
that ““Tovarich’’ was to be a nice 
quiet film, not a bit like “I Met 
Him In Paris,’” in which her pretty 
neck had been risked on skiis, 
skates and sleighs. 


Disillusionment came quickly. In 
the first week of “shooting” she and 
Charles Boyer found themselves 
climbing over roof-tops four stories 
high. 

But the climax was the bed scene. 
“It wasn’t so dangerous,” explained 
Miss Colbert, “but it was hard on 
the anatomy.” 

The bed is an ordinary looking 
piece of furniture such as one would 
find in a cheap French hotel room. 
It looks ordinary, but it isn’t. When 
a property man pulls a wire the 
whole thing disintegrates, dropping 
the occupant (or occupants) to the 
floor. 

It can be put together again 
quickly so that the process of disin- 
tegration can be repeated any de- 
sired number of times. In filming 
the scene for ““Tovarich” the wire 
was pulled, and the bed fell to 
pieces a dozen times before Direc- 
tor Litvak got the effect he desired. 
Each time Miss Colbert took a fall. 
Once one of the pillows burst and 
she was immersed in feathers. 

All in all, ““Tovarich’’ has proved 
a rather strenuous vehicle for Miss 
Colbert. Hence, when she looked 
coldly at her director and_ said 
“Huh!”" there were many sympa- 
thizers. 

Besides the two stars, Miss Col- 
bert and Boyer, the cast of ‘‘Tovar- 
ich” includes such famous names 
as Anita Louise, Basil Rathbone, 
Isabel Jeans, Morris Carnovsky, 
Melville Cooper and Victor Kilian. 
The screen play was written by 
Casey Robinson from the interna- 
tionally famous stage play by 
Jacques Deval. 


Mat 106—15¢ 
PRINCE CHARMING — Charles 
Boyer to you, and a celebrated screen 
star both here and abroad, has his 


newest role as a butler and Prince 
in “Tovarich” coming to the Strand. 


(Advance) 


Tells Star 
How To Do 
The Dishes 


Even one of the ablest directors 
in Hollywood can’t tell a woman 
how to wash dishes. 


Director Anatole Litvak found that 
out this week. He tried to change 
Claudette Colbert’s dishwashing 
technique in a scene for Warner 
Bros.’ “‘Tovarich,’’ coming to the 
Strand Friday, but Miss Colbert, 
usually the most amenable person 
in the world, stood her ground and 
washed them her own way. 


Miss Colbert washes the dishes 
and Charles Boyer dries them in 
**Tovarich.’” The dishes, it may be 
added, are dried according to Lit- 
vak specifications, for Boyer admits 
he knows little about the art. 

Miss Colbert doesn’t hold herself 
up as an expert dishwasher. She 
admits that in the past few years 
she had done very little of it, on 
screen or off. She says she never 
did think much of the job, anyway, 
and is glad to have someone else 
do it for her. 

But, according to the star, a 
woman instinctively knows the 
proper dishwashing technique. It 
comes natural to her. Men, even 
the experts hired by restaurants, go 
through a lot of lost motion. Their 
stance is never correct. They for- 
get to follow through. And they 
know nothing about the art of rins- 
ing which is one of the most im- 
portant elements. 

The dish-washing scene in *‘Tov- 
arich,”’ oddly enough is agreed to 
be one of the most charming se- 
quences in the picture. You wouldn’t 
think that one could get charm in- 
to anything connected with sinks, 
soiled plates and silver and cakes 
of soap. And ordinarily one couldn't. 
But ordinarily one doesn’t have Miss 
Colbert and Mr. Boyer around a 
kitchen. 

Kitchens would be a good deal 
more interesting if they came equip- 
ped with Miss Colbert and Mr. 
Boyer, don’t you think? 


Gets Fontanne Role 


On the completion of Warner 
Bros.” comedy ‘‘Tovarich,’’ Isabel 
Jeans, the English stage star, re- 
turned to London to play the Lynn 
Fontanne part in Robert Sherwood’s 
“Idiot's Delight.’ Miss Jeans is mak- 
ing her American film debut in “‘To- 
varich,’’ now at the Strand Theatre. 
She was given the part by Anatole 
Litvak, the director, who saw and 
admired her in London last year in 
**Mademoiselle.”’ 


Fan Writes Monthly 


Anita Louise, one of the stars of 
Warner Bros.’ ““Tovarich,’”’ at the 
Strand Theatre, believes she has the 
most loyal fan on record. The fan, 
a man named Sidney Biglow, of 
Brooklyn, New York, has been writ- 
ing a letter a month to Miss Louise 
for sixteen years. 

The letters started coming when 
she began her stage career at the 
ag of five. Miss Louise sends Big- 
low a Christmas gift every year 
though she has never met him. 


Has Trick Plumbing 


Melville Cooper, one of the stars 
of Warner Bros.’ comedy ‘‘Tovar- 
ich," which will be seen next week 
at the Strand Theatre, has no fauc- 
ets in the bathroom of his home. 
The water in the wash bowl and tub 
is automatically turned on when 
Cooper steps into the path of a 
light from photo electric cells. 


Mat 204—30c 


CHARLES BOYER — internationally famous screen star, currently co- 
starred with Claudette Colbert in “Tovarich” at the Strand Theatre. 


(Aaa) 


The Butler Prince 
Hard To Interview 


By Dan Mainwaring 


Interviewing Charles Boyer on a 
hot day on a hot sound stage burns 
up a good deal of energy. It is a 
fine way for a person who is over- 
weight to reduce because Mr. Boyer 
is one of those migratory interview- 
ees. He refuses to stay put. 

It isn’t that Mr. Boyer is rude. On 
the contrary, he is a courteous man, 
a charming man. But he isn’t one 


All work on the Warner Bros. 
back lot was stopped for five 
minutes one recent day while 
Charles Boyer, the actor, talked 
with Sacha Guitry, famous 
French playwright, by long dis- 
tance telephone. Guitry called 


_Boyer from Paris to ask him to. 


come to France and star in one 
of his plays. 


for small talk and unless you have 
a definite question to ask him, he 
is prone to wander away. 

As usual, we were totally un- 
equipped when we ran Mr. Boyer to 
earth on the Warner Bros. ‘“Tovar- 
ich”” set. Mr. Boyer is playing the 
Russian Prince in this comedy, 
which will be the feature attraction 
next week at the Strand Theatre. 


For a while we held Mr. Boyer 
by talking about French books. 
That subject seemed to interest him 
and though we know it would be 
of no interest at all to the Boyer 
fans we stuck to it because at least 
it kept him talking. 

We switched to ‘“Tovarich.”” Mr. 
Boyer stayed put for quite a few 
minutes with this topic. He liked 
the part, he said. And he liked the 
Jacques Deval play. Mr. Deval’s 
sense of quiet humor appealed to 
him. We found our stock of ques- 
tions running low pretty quick, and 
also Mr. Boyer moving away. 

We buttonholed him again. This 
time we tried an ald dodge that is 
usually terrifically effective with 
actors. ““What we like about you is 
that you give a role authority,”” we 
said. 

Mr. Boyer shuddered and moved 
a couple of steps away. 

“And do you take your work 
seriously ?”’ 

“Of course,’ he said, and frown- 
ed. “I wouldn’t be an actor if | 
didn’t.”” This time he went into his 
dressing room and put on his coat. 
We thought about following him, 
and then decided against it. After 
all, we couldn’t think of anything 
to ask him. 


Mat 205—380c 


ON TOP O’ THE LADDER for love and fun set to a fast pace by 
Charles Boyer and Claudette Colbert in the brilliant comedy-romance 
*Tovarich,” adapted from the successful stage hit. You'll enjoy it at 
the Strand Theatre where it starts its run next Friday. 
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(Advance) 


Film Stars 
Shy Away 
From Lens 


There are two kinds of actors — 
camera-lovers and camera-dodgers. 
Charles Boyer, who is starring with 
Claudette Colbert in Warner Bros.’ 
screen version of ““Tovarich’’ com- 
ing to the Strand is a camera-dodg- 
er. He hates to have his picture 
taken. 


Mr. Boyer doesn’t mind motion 
picture cameras. It’s the still cam- 
eras and candid cameras that he dis- 
likes. To get him into a gallery 
for a portrait sitting is a week's 
work, 


“Tll do it next week,’ is his in- 
variable answer when asked to come 
in for a sitting. And he adds, with 
a smile: ““That’s what I told them 
when I was making ‘Conquest’ and 
they never got me in.” 


Mr. Boyer will pose for produc- 
tion stills, (pictures illustrating the 
making of a movie) without a com- 
plaint. And when cornered he will 
stand up with his fellow players for 
an off-stage shot. 


Basil Rathbone, on the other 
hand, is a camera-lover. Mr. Rath- 
bone, who plays the Soviet commis- 
sar in the film, is a candid camera- 
man himself. He'll pose for almost 
any sort of a picture. For the still 
cameraman on the “‘Tovarich”’ set, 
Rathbone, wearing a beard and a 
full dress suit, climbed to the flood- 
light gallery atop the stage and went 
to sleep. 

Claudette Colbert, co-starred with 
Boyer in ‘“Tovarich,”” is shy of 
still-cameras. She poses willingly 
enough, but she doesn’t like to do 
it. She says she feels self conscious 
when a lens is poked in her face. 


Very ‘Doggy’ Stars 


Even the two dogs had stand-ins 
on the ‘“‘Tovarich’’ set at Warner 
Bros. studio. 

It wasn’t because Omar, a Rus- 
sian wolf-hound, and Squeegee, a 
Pekingese, were high-hat. It was 
because the weather was so hot that 
the dogs could only stay in front 
of the comeras a few minutes be- 
fore they began to pant so loud 
they spoiled scenes. Omar's stand- 
in was a wolf hound named Big 
Boy. Squeegee’s stand-in is his son, 
Squeegee II. 

‘‘Tovarich,” starring Claudette 
Colbert and Charles Boyer, and di- 
rected by Anatole Litvak, opens 
next week at the Strand Theatre. 


New Vegetable Boom 


The entire stock of a wholesale 
vegetable market Burbank, Calif- 
ornia, was purchased by Warner 
Bros. studio for one scene in the 
comedy “‘Tovarich.’’ The vegetables 
were used to dress a French market 
set for the picture, in which Claud- 
ette Colbert and Charles Boyer are 
starred. ‘“Tovarich”’ is now showing 
at the Strand Theatre. 


No Butler Boyer! 


Charles Boyer, as a Russian 
Prince forced by poverty to accept 
work as a butler, was setting a table 
on the ““Tovarich’” set at Warner 
Bros. studio. Carefully he put the 
silver at each place. 

**Cut,”’ said Director Anatole Lit- 
vak. ‘‘Charles — the salad fork 
goes to the left of the dinner fork 
and the cocktail fork to the left of 
the salad fork.” 

“Sorry,” said Mr. Boyer. “‘l 
never did this before.’’ His buttling 
will be seen in ‘““Tovarich’ next 
week at the Strand Theatre. 


Hollywood 


Goings-On 


Anatole Litvak, famous producer- 
director, started producing pictures 
in Russia. Dame Fame first smiled 
upon him as the result of his work 
in the French Production, ““Be Mine 
Tonight’’ which he made with Jan 
Kiepura. The screen version of the 
famous stage success ‘“Tovarich,” 
starring Claudette Colbert and 
Charles Boyer, is his latest picture. 


It is not often that a picture re- 
ceives such popular acclaim that a 
reissue several years after its pro- 
duction becomes necessary. How- 
ever, this is the case with “‘Border- 
town” which stars Paul Muni and 
Bette Davis. Both principals are re- 


recent Academy Award winners. 
@ 


Claudette Colbert was born in 
Paris, France, but came to this 
country at an early age and re- 
ceived her education here. As a 
result she has no accent and found 
herself in an amusing situation 
when it became necessary for her 
to acquire one for her role in 
**Tovarich’” which was written by 
Jacques Deval, a Frenchman. 


Following up the great success of 
‘That Certain Woman,’ Warner 
Bros. has started production on an- 
other picture starring Bette Davis 
and Henry Fonda entitled “Jezebel.” 
George Brent, Fay Bainter and Mar- 
garet Lindsay play important sup- 


porting roles. 
e 


Charles Boyer is also a French- 
man, but unlike Miss Colbert has 
spent most of his life in his native 
land. ‘‘Tovarich’’ is his second pic- 
ture under Anatole Litvak. 


San Diego had one of the most 
notable premieres in its history 
when Warner Bros. presented ‘‘Sub- 
marine D-I"’ to an audience which 
included over fifty ranking officers 
from the Navy and Marine bases 
located there. Among those present 
were Admirals Sinclair Gannon and 


Charles S. Freeman. 
e 


The biggest set in ““Tovarich”’ cov- 
ered two acres and was an exact 
reproduction of the Belleville sec- 
tion — the poor district of Paris. 
Among other things, 4000 wine 
bottles, 200 of them filled with real 
champagne, were used to dress the 
shops on the big set. 


Mat 203—80e 


INGENUES DON’T COME ANY LOVELIER than Anita Louise, who 
has a featured role in the brilliant comedy, “‘Tovarich” at the Strand. 


Press Brevities 


Charles Boyer, co-starred with 
Claudette Colbert, in ‘“*Tovarich”’ 
plays four musical instruments — 
the piano, the violin, the oboe and 
the French horn. 

ales dees 4 

Anatole Litvak, director, never 
says ‘cut’ at the end of a scene— 
he blows a little, shrill-toned whis- 
tle. 

e 8 & 

Christian Rub, who has an im- 
portant part, collects Japanese 
masks and Buddhas. He has the 
finest collection of Buddhas in this 
country. 

Zeus a: 

Heather Thatcher, one of the fea- 
tured players, is the only actress in 
Hollywood who wears a monocle. 


* * * 


Basil Rathbone, featured player, 
wrote a play at the age of eight. 
It was never produced. 


* % % 


Melville Cooper, new Warner 
Bros. comedy star, used to be a 
magician in England. His specialty 
was card tricks. 

Se Ve 


Heather Thatcher, owns thirty- 
one monocles. She wears a differ- 
ent one every day. 


Melville Cooper of the movies 
says, ““The worst scene stealers in 
Hollywood are children, dogs, Ro- 
land Young and Edward Everett 
Horton.” 

%  -s 


Hollywood oddity: Those boiling 
pots you'll see in Warner Bros.’ 
comedy ‘“Tovarich,’” aren't really 
boiling at all. They are filled with 
dry ice and that’s what makes them 


steam. 
x e & 


Fan tale: Anita Louise, Warner 
Bros.’ star now playing in “‘To- 
varich,”” has just received a strange 
gift from a fan in Chicago. It is 
a set of metal fingertips to protect 
her hands when she is playing her 


harp. 
eee 


Five thousand volumes were used 
by Warner Bros. studio for the book 
shop built for “‘Tovarich.”’ 


% + % 


Montagu Love, once worked as 
an artist on a London newspaper. 
His sketching ability stands him in 
good stead in picture work, for he 
sketches himself as the character he 
is to play and then turns the sketch 
over to the makeup artist. 


All About 


‘Tovarich’ 


J. L. Warner saw the play 
“Tovarich’” in London and pur- 
chased it the next day from Gilbert 
Miller. It went into movie produc- 
tion as ““Tovarich’” but the name 
was changed the first week to ““To- 
night’s Our Night.’’ Reason: the 
producers felt the fans couldn't 
pronounce the Russian word. Then 
it was changed back again. It’s not 
hard to pronounce. Just accent the 
second syllable — ‘‘var.”’ 


Jacques Deval, the playwright, 
wrote “Tovarich’” in four weeks. 
It ran two years in London and a 
year in New York. Robert Sher- 
wood did the English translation of 
the French play. Casey Robinson, 
who wrote the film scenario, used 
both the French and English ver- 
sions and combined the best fea- 
tures of each. 

Claudette Colbert is a blonde in 
the film. She dyed her hair for the 
part, rather than wear a wig. Miss 
Colbert did a good deal of crawling 
in ‘‘Tovarich.”’ In one scene, film- 
ed twenty times, she had to crawl 
across a plank 30 feet above the 
sound stage. In another she had to 
crawl across a room and seize Mel- 
ville Cooper around the ankles. 
She sings two Russian songs in the 
film —‘‘Rasposchal,” a lullaby, and 
“Shto Mnie Joie.” Charles Boyer 
sings one song — “The Volga Boat- 
man” in Russian. Neither of the 
stars speaks Russian. 

Boyer is one of the few Ph. D's 
in Hollywood, having received his 
degree as doctor of philosophy from 
the University of Sorbonne in Par- 
is. Brought to America to appear 
in French versions of American 
pictures he played a bit in “Red 
Headed Woman” before he could 
speak English. He never had a foil 
in his hands until he made ‘“Tovar- 
ich’’ and was taught to fence for 
the picture by Fred Cavens, Holly- 
wood’s premier swordsman. 

Anatole Litvak, the director of 
“‘Tovarich,” directed Boyer in 
France in ‘‘Mayerling.” Litvak 
never calls “‘cut’’ at the end of a 
scene. He blows a little shrill-toned 
whistle. Litvak was responsible for 
bringing Isabel Jeans, famous Brit- 
ish actress, to Hollywood to play 
the part of “‘Fernande.” 

The picture was in production 
three months. For an entire week 
the company worked at night, all 
night. That was filming the open- 
ing sequence of the picture, the 
Parisian celebration of the July 14th 
fall of La Bastille. 


Mat 401—60c 


“TONIGHT’S OUR NIGHT” — When the maid is Claudette Colbert and a Grand Duchess besides; and her butler-prince-husband has 
to compete with the master and the master’s son for the privilege of taking her out — things are bound to happen — and they do in “Tovar- 
ich,” now at the Strand. Left to right: Basil Rathbone, Charles Boyer, Maurice Murphy, Claudette Colbert, Melville Cooper, and Anita Louise. 
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BACKSTAGE ON THE “TOVARICH” SET: Upper left — meet the author, Mr. Jacques Deval; center — Charles Boyer, Director Anatole 
Litvak and Claudette Colbert discuss a scene; upper right — Miss Colbert learns to croon Russian style; lower right — Anita Louise explains the 


(Opening Day Story) 


Stage Play 


Four Years 


Now Film 


After a run of several years in 
New York, London, Paris and vari- 
ous other world capitals as a stage 
play, ““Tovarich,’’ a comedy deal- 
ing with a Grand Duchess and a 
Prince who were exiled from their 
native Russia by the revolution, now 
comes to the screen. It will have 
its first local showing today at the 
Strand Theatre. 

Warner Bros. made the picture 
and endowed it with a_ splendid 
cast and many magnificent settings. 
Claudette Colbert plays the Grand 
Duchess and Charles Boyer the 
Prince. Other notable performers 
in the cast include Basil Rathbone, 
Anita Louise, Melville Cooper, Isa- 
bel Jeans (imported from England 
for the picture), Morris Carnovsky, 
Montague Love, Reine Riano and 
Heather Thatcher. 

Anatole Litvak, famous Russian- 
born director — remembered for 
his sensational picture of a few 
years ago, “Be Mine Tonight’? — 
guided the making of ‘‘Tovarich.”’ 

Although the main characters are 
Russian, all the action of the pic- 
ture takes place in Paris, to which 
city the erstwhile nobles have fled. 
They have brought with them, in 
trust, 40 billion francs in gold. They 
become servants in the home of a 
rich Frenchman in order to live, and 
the story revolves around the efforts 
of various elements to get hold of 
the fortune, which the Grand Duch- 
ess and the Prince will not touch 
themselves. 

There are no revolutionary scenes 
and no warfare in “‘Tovarich.”’ It 
is continuous high comedy. The 
screen adaptation was made by 
Casey Robinson from the original 
French play by Jacques Deval and 
the English version of the stage 
success by Robert Sherwood. 


Star Learns Duties 


Motion picture work can be in- 
structive as well as remunerative if 
you're quick at learning. 

Consider the case of Claudette 
Colbert, co-starred with Charles 
Boyer in Warner Bros.’ screen ver- 
sion of ‘‘Tovarich,’’ the New York 
and London stage success, now 
showing at the Strand Theatre..- 

To date, Miss Colbert has been 
called upon to: 

Mop a kitchen floor, 

Wash dishes, 

Make a bed, 

Wash a shirt for Boyer, 

Wait on table during a seven 
course meal, 

Mend an apron. 

Miss Colbert admits that she 
knew already how to do some of 
these things. But she points out that 
it is the first time that she has done 
them on the screen. 


fine points of needlepoint to Charles Boyer; lower left—Basil Rathbone snatches forty winks. 


Personality Briefs 
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pened One Night.” 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT — would also answer if you 
called her Lily Chauchoin, her real name. Though she 
was born in Paris she doesn’t speak with a French ac- 
cent. Came to America when she was twelve and was 
educated in New York schools. Her school chum at 
Washington Irving High School is now her stand-in, 
Catherine Riseley. Of Claudette’s first Broadway role 
the critics said ““The play was bad, and Miss Colbert 
was worse.” Only mildly discouraged, she went on try- 
ing and scored her initial success in “The Barker.” 
Made her film debut in “‘The Lady Lies’’ with Walter 
Huston. Since, has bathed in milk as “Cleopatra,” was 
ducked as a witch in “Maid of Salem,” risked her neck 
skiing at Sun Valley in “‘I Met Him In Paris,’”” and car- 
ried off all-time comedy-acting honors for “It Hap- 

Knows a great deal about photography and lighting, 


is married to Dr. Joel Pressman. Her brown hair which photographed jet 


black was dyed blonde for “‘Tovarich.” 
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at work improving 


CHARLES BOYER — Born in the tiny town of Figeac 
in Southern France, began manifesting dramatic ability 
by the time he was three. At six he was putting on 
his own shows in Papa’s barn. At the insistence of his 
mother he continued his regular studies, but only until 
he was twenty. Then he enrolled for a dramatics course 
at the Conservatoire in Paris. Within a year the Par- 
isian press was hailing him as the coming hope of the 
French stage. Starred in dozens of plays and talking 
pictures. Although he is now a famous Hollywood star, 
he continues to return to France and make French- 
speaking movies. Married Pat Patterson, a young 
English actress, after a whirlwind courtship of three 
weeks. Is a trained musician, a fine athlete excelling 
in winter sports, reads incessantly, and is constantly 
his English which is very nearly perfect now. His latest 


which will bring him more medals is his part co-starring with Claudette 


Colbert in “Tovari 
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ch” at the Strand. 


ANITA LOUISE — New York-born. On the stage at 
seven. Dramatic schooling, and training for a musical 
career. Despite her screen success, she still has a yen 
to be a concert pianist or harpist. Is fond of all out- 
door sports. Doesn’t bother with a diet. Has no beauty 
secrets except plenty of soap and water and lots of 
sleep. Saves money by doing her own hair and nails 
and promptly squanders it on buying flowers. Prefers 
Hollywood to New York for shopping. Her lone pet is 
a Scottie named “Wee Thistle’ who accompanies her 
wherever she goes. Is heart-whole and fancy-free and 
very popular among Hollywood’s younger set. Keeps 
very busy at Warner Bros. where she is in constant de- 
mand for featured and starring roles. Recently seen 
in “First Lady,” her latest picture is ‘‘Tovarich,’’ co- 


starring Claudette Colbert and Charles Boyer, which is now at the Strand. 
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car. Is currently featured in ‘“Tovarich’’ at the Strand. 
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BASIL RATHBONE — hailed as “‘the handsomest vil- 
lain on the screen.’”” Born in Johannesburg, South 
Africa. Like the son of a true colonial, he was sent to 
England to school. From earliest youth he wanted to 
go on the stage, and admits now that he was probably 
quite a prig about it — that he was “hamming” all 
the time. Made his first stage appearance as Hortensio 
in “The Taming of the Shrew.’’ From then on there 
was no holding him. The war, during which he was 
awarded the Military Cross for bravery, interfered with 
his career for awhile, but after 1918 he returned to the 
stage and soon came to Broadway. In 1929 he came to 
Hollywood to play in ““The Last of Mrs. Cheyney’”’ and 
he’s been working there ever since, except for vacations. 
Is one of the tennis aces of Hollywood, drives his own 


(Current) 
No Errors 


Allowed In 


“Tovarich™ 


Sign painters at the film studios 
are likeable fellows, intelligent, too, 
and they would rather split their 
last dollar than an infinitive. Fifty 
million Frenchmen can howl their 
heads off, but the sign painter’s 
work is as good as his bond when 
the spelling on the job at hand is 
in English. When the script calls 
for French, however, the painter is 
as likely to spell trouble as anything 
else. 

The trouble most recently was for 
Bernard Deroux, technical adviser 
for ““Tovarich,’” which Anatole Lit- 
vak made for Warner Bros. with 
Claudette Colbert and Charles Boy- 
er in the starring roles. 

One of Deroux’s jobs was to see 
that no liberties were taken with 
French grammar or spelling. On 
one big Paris setting, a street scene 
with shop windows, store names, 
posters and what not, the expert 
spotted five mistakes in grammar 
and six misspellings. But he did not 
consider that a bad job, considering 
the amount of sign work that went 
into the scene. 

Literacy, of course, is only one 
reason for the employment of tech- 
nical experts. Critical fans all over 
the world seem to have no greater 
pleasure than taking pen in hand 
to send letters to studio heads re- 
porting trifling mistakes in films. 

The French are such prolific cor- 
respondents that French expert De- 
roux has had virtually steady em- 
ployment. He was technical adviser 
on ‘Camille’ and after that on 
“The Woman I Love.” 

He hopes he has made ‘“‘Tovar- 
ich” letter-proof. He was close by 
Director Litvak and Assistant Di- 
rector Chuck Hansen when they 
were picking 300 extras for street 
scenes to make sure only Latin types 
got the job. He went over the cos- 
tumes garment by garment to make 
sure they were of the sort French- 
men would be wearing in one of the 
poorer sections of Paris. And he 
approved every detail of the street 
scene itself, designed by Anton 
Grot. 

This expert on things Parisian, 
by the way, is not a Frenchman at 
all. He was born in Russia. 


International Star 


Charles Boyer, one of the stars 
of Warner Bros.’ comedy, “‘Tovar- 
ich,” now showing at the Strand 
Theatre, spoke not one word of 
English when he made his first 
American picture, “Red Headed 
Woman.” Boyer, a native of France, 
came to America to make French 
version pictures, but was put into 
“Red Headed Woman.” His Eng- 
lish now is practically perfect, but 
he speaks with a decided Russian 
accent for his ““Tovarich’’ role. 


(Current) 


Author Is 


Hard 
To Leeate 


It’s not easy to find a famous 
playwright in Hollywood if he isn't 
regularly employed at some studio. 
The phone book and city directory 
are no help at all. 

The Hollywood and Beverly Hills 
police refuse to cooperate. And the 
young men who sit on street cor- 
ners offering to guide you to the 
homes of the great for a buck don’t 
concern themselves with writers. As 
a rule the movie guides are filled 
with misinformation anyway. 

Jacques Deval, the author of ‘‘To- 
varich,”” which Warner Bros. are 
presenting this week at the Strand 
Theatre, is no exception. Locating 
him was a feat comparable to light- 
ing a fire without matches, making 
hollandaise sauce or talking a speed 
cop out of a ticket. 

An interviewer found that out 
when he decided to see what man- 
ner of man wrote the story of the 
Grand Duchess Petrovna and _her 
consort, Prince Mikail Ouratieff. 
Director Anatole Litvak, who made 
“Tovarich” told the interviewer how 
to find him. 

Mr. Deval, a slim little man in 
spectacles, lives in a rambling house 
with a swimming pool behind it and 
a couple of friendly red setters in 
the yard. 

The room in which Mr. Deval 
was working was nautical in the ex- 
treme. There were ship models 
everywhere. In one corner was a 
compass in a brass binnacle. In an- 
other was the wheel off some old 
ship. On one wall was a life pre- 
server that bore the _ inscription: 
“‘Calypso—Hoboken.”’ 

On another wall were some big 
charts and in the middle of one of 
them Mr. Deval had written a para- 
graph which he is going to use in 
his book. 

Mr. Deval, it seems, isn’t collect- 
ing compasses or charts or ship 
models or binnacles. He said that 
the paraphernalia helped him get in- 
to the mood for his book. 

“l’m writing about the sea,” he 
said. 

Brought back from the ocean to 
*‘Tovarich,”” he said he had read 
the movie script. 

“And I like it,"’ he said. “It im- 
proves upon Robert Sherwood’s 
English version of my play.” 

The thought of Claudette Colbert 
as the Grand Duchess and Charles 
Boyer as the Prince, appealed to 
him. And he was glad that Mel- 
ville Cooper, who played *“‘Dupont’”’ 
in London was playing the same 
part in the picture. 

Novels take him from six months 
to a year and he has to have things 
around to keep him in the mood. 
With plays, it’s different. The only 
Russian thing in his room when he 
was writing ““Tovarich’’ was a sam- 
ovar, which wouldn’t work. 
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RADIANT is the word for that smile 
of Anita Louise’s. The oh-so-lovely 
blonde is featured in the sparkling 
new comedy “Tovarich”’ now show- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. 


“Tovarich’ Gay Film 
With Colbert. Boyer 


STORY IN SYNOPSIS: The story opens in Paris on the night of 
July 14. Grand Duchess Tatiana Petrovna (Claudette Colbert) and 
her husband, Prince Mikail Alexandrovitch (Charles Boyer) who fled 
to Paris after the Russian revolution, are living in dire poverty, al- 
though they have forty billion francs in gold in the bank. They are 
holding it in trust for the Czar and refuse to use any of it for them- 
selves or to turn it over to the other Russian dignitaries. They get 
a job as a butler and maid in a rich Parisian household, but there 
they get into complications when the male members of the house 
make love to Claudette and feminine ones go for Charles. It all ends 


on a merry note with the royal servants happy in their work. 


Cast of Characters 
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Long awaited, because of its sen- 
sational world-wide success as a 
stage play, the comedy “Tovarich”’ 
finally reached the screen in_ its 
movie form yesterday at the Strand 
Theatre and was welcomed by en- 
thusiastic audiences. 


Produced by Warner Bros. on an 
unusually lavish scale, and having 
Claudette Colbert and Charles Boy- 
er as its stars, the picture seems to 
this reviewer to be one of the fun- 
niest and most entertaining of the 
season's crop. Those who saw the 
initial showings in Hollywood—and 
who also saw the stage play — pro- 
claim the film to be decidedly su- 
perior to the footlight production. 


The story finds Miss Colbert, as a 
Grand Duchess, and Mr. Boyer, her 
husband, as a Prince, both of the 
old Russian nobility, almost starv- 
ing in Paris, to which capital they 
have been driven by the Soviet rev- 
olution. This is despite the fact that 
they have deposited in a Paris bank 
some 40 billion francs. But their 
honor won't let them touch this 
money because it was given to them 
in trust by the Czar. 


Efforts are made by certain 
French-Russian interests to have the 
Prince release the 40 billion to f- 
nance a counter-revolution which 
might restore the old nobility to 
control. He refuses, although he is 
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promised plenty of the money for 
himself and his wife. 

Finally the Grand Duchess and 
the Prince, in order to eat, have to 
take jobs as maid and butler in the 
home of a rich Paris banker, the 
very one, in fact, in whose institu- 
tion reposes the vast fortune, al- 
though, naturally, he does not know 
who they are. 

A great dramatic situation arises 
when a Soviet Commissar — played 
by Basil Rathbone — comes to Paris 
to try to get hold of the money, and 
is a dinner guest at the banker's 
home. It is necessary for the Prince 
and the Grand Duchess to serve the 
dinner — and the Commissar, of 
course, recognizes them. 

The working out of the various 
efforts to get the 40 billions, and 
the final disposition of the money, 
form a novel, humorous and oft- 
times thrilling plot. 

“Tovarich”’ was written by Jacques 
Deval, translated into English for 
the New York stage by Robert Sher- 
wood, and put into film form by 
Casey Robinson. It was directed by 
Anatole Litvak. 

Among the notables in the cast 
are Anita Louise, Isabel Jeans, Mon- 
tagu Love, Melville Cooper, Greg- 
ory Gaye, Heather Thatcher and 
Reine Riano. 

““Tovarich’” may be seen and en- 
joyed by the whole family. 
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Hali Paris 
Shown In 


*“Tovarich’ 


For a single brief film sequence, 
Warner Bros. studio constructed one 
of the largest and most complete 
sets ever built, a copy of the Belle- 
ville district in Paris. The set is for 
the opening sequence of ‘‘Tovar- 
ich,” now showing at the Strand 
Theatre. The set appears on the 
screen for less than four minutes. 

Designed by Art Director Anton 
Grot, it covers two acres and took 
four weeks to build. It shows a sec- 
tion of Paris heretofore ignored by 
the screen, the portion of the city 
in which the working class lives. 

The setting is one of five pre- 
tentious ones constructed for the 
film. One set, showing the roof tops 
of Paris, covers an entire sound 
stage. Another, the market set, a 
copy of the French sidewalk mark- 
ets, is two blocks long and to 
“dress’’ it with produce, the studio 
had to purchase the entire stock of 
a wholesale vegetable concern for 
two days. 

The fourth is a copy of the Fa- 
mous Russian club in Paris and the 
fifth is a fine French home built 
on the largest sound stage at the 
studio. 

“Tovarich’”’ was directed by Ana- 
tole Litvak. Claudette Colbert and 
Charles Boyer are the stars. 


(Current) 
No Snow. 


Nails Hail 


Director Anatole Litvak will prob- 
ably always remember the last day 
of ““Tovarich” as the day it snowed 
ten-penny nails. 

That’s what happened. Right in 
the middle of the final scene of the 
Warner Bros. picture, it snowed a 
whole lot of ten-penny nails. And 
Mr. Litvak, Claudette Colbert and 
Charles Boyer were much annoyed, 
for the fall of nails spoiled the 
scene. 

This is how it happened. In the 
scene, Miss Colbert and Boyer, as 
the Russian Grand Duchess and 
Prince turned maid and butler, were 
standing in the kitchen of their 
master’s home, waiting for the dawn 
of the new year. ; 

“Action,” called Director Litvak. 
“Start the snow.” 

The snow makers, on the run- 
ways above the set, opened their 
hoppers and the snow started to 
fall. But with it came hundreds of 
ten-penny nails. 

It seemed that the men who filled 
the hoppers with artificial snow had 
accidentally included a few pounds 
of nails. A new snowstorm was ob- 
tained and the scene was made safe- 
ly in a flurry of nice soft, synthetic 
snow flakes. 
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ROYALTY COMES TO TOWN— 
Claudette Colbert, and Charles Boyer 
as Grand Duchess Tatiana and Prince 
Mikail respectively, are co-starred in 
“Tovarich” at the Strand. 


The Crowning Touch In Smart Headgear 


Introduced by 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 


(Fashion Page Art Feature — 4 cols. wide) 


What's In A Kiss? 


Kisses are still important in pic- 
tures even though directors give 
them less printed footage than they 
did in the good old days. Five or 
six years ago, kisses averaged a 
minute apiece on the screen and 
some ran a good deal longer than 
that. 

The days when you could make a 
complete picture with five kisses, a 
villain and a chase are gone. A 
cinema kiss, even the approved type 
bestowed by a husband on his wife, 
runs less than half a minute. 

But just as much care is lavished 
on kissing. The kisses may not be 
as lingering when you see them on 
the screen, but as much raw film 
was used in making them as of yore. 
And the preparations for the film- 
ing of the meeting of the lips are 
as elaborate as they used to be. 

There is a kiss in Warner Bros.’ 
**Tovarich.”” For that matter, there 
are several, but the one under dis- 
cussion is the caress bestowed on 
Claudette Colbert by Charles Boy- 
er. The kiss has been kept reason- 
ably short, even though Miss Col- 
bert and Mr. Boyer are husband and 
wife in the picture and have a per- 
fect right to stand on roof tops mak- 
ing love. It runs, at most, half a 
minute. 

It took Director Anatole Litvak 
much more than a minute to get 
a satisfactory kiss. Miss Colbert 
and Mr. Boyer kissed each other 
many times and several thousand 
feet of film went through the cam- 
era before Director Litvak decided 
he had the ultimate in perfection. 

To begin with, he had a special 
setting built on top of a thirty foot 
scaffold. The setting was the edge 
of a Paris roof top and behind it 
the crooked chimney pots and roof 
tops of the city were visible. Below 
you caught a glimpse of a square 
with a lot of people dancing in it. 

Because Director Litvak wanted 
the camera to move down on the 
two stars so that the lens would 
look over their heads at the street 
below, he had a camera track built. 
It led upward from the edge of the 
roof at a.45 degree angle. Steel 
cables were fastened to the camera 
dolly. Ten men were on the other 
ends of the cables, pulling the cam- 
era up or lowering it toward Miss 
Colbert and Mr. Boyer at a signal 
from Director Litvak. Around the 
camera was a platform and on the 
platform were Cinematographer 
Charles Lang and his assistants. 
There were microphone booms and 
lights and gadgets furnished by By- 
ron Haskins of the special effects 
department, until the whole thing 

resembled a Ruse Uoidserg cartoon. 


When you see the finished prod- 
uct on the screen, next week at the 
Strand Theatre, you'll get the im- 
pression that Miss Colbert and Mr. 
Boyer were alone on that roof top. 
They weren't. The place was clut- 
tered with people, all of whom had 
a good reason for being there. The 
two stars didn’t object. They are 
not at all diffident about their kiss- 
es and do not demand closed sets 
for their love scenes. 

It is exaggerating a little to say 
that the scene only involved a kiss. 
Miss Colbert had three lines of di- 
alogue and Mr. Boyer had two. And 
she slapped his face lightly before 
she kissed him. But the kiss was the 
most important part of it. When, 
at the end of an eight hour day, 
Director Litvak moved his company 
to another set, he admitted that he 
had filmed something fine in the 
way of a cinema kiss — something 
that the fans will remember for a 
long time as they remember the 
kiss given long ago to Greta Garbo 


by the late Jack Gilbert. 


It took forty “‘takes’’ and a good 
deal of patience to get a moving 
picture of Squeegee, a Pekingese 
carrying a shoe into a room for the 
Warner Bros. screen version of “‘To- 
varich.” 

It wasn’t that Squeegee was tem- 
peramental. It was just that she 
couldn't understand why she should 
walk through a door with a shoe 
in her mouth at a word from Direc- 
tor Anatole Litvak. 

Casey Robinson, the scenarist, 
and Director Litvak were responsi- 
ble for the scene. It wasn’t in the 
original ‘“‘Tovarich.”” In the stage 
play, Prince Mikail Ouratieff, a but- 
ler for the nonce, carries the shoe 
in on a tray. Robinson and Litvak 
toyed with the idea of having 
Charles Boyer, who plays the Prince, 
carry the shoe. Then they decided 
to let Squeegee do it. 

Squeegee is the property of Rene 
Renfro, who makes his living rent- 
ing dogs, cats, mountain lions, 
chickens, mice, rats, pigeons, geese 
and swans to motion picture stu- 


Mat 202—30c 


BEAUTY AND THE “BUTLER” — Claudette Colbert and Charles 
Boyer co-star in the grandest comedy romance to come out of Holly- 
wood in many a moon — it’s “Tovarich,” based on the round-the-world 
stage hit. The screen version is the next feature attraction at the Strand. 


It's A Dog’s Life! 
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dios. At a moment’s notice Mr. Ren- 
fro can furnish almost any kind of 
animal except an Aardvaark or a 
Duck-Billed Platypus. For Squeegee, 
the smartest Pekingese in Holly- 
wood, he gets $75 a day. 


The Pekingese is three years old, 
and her master, Rene Renfro, has 
her trained to carry anything she 
can lift. When Director Litvak asked 
for a dog who could carry a shoe, 
Renfro thought of Squeegee and 
brought her to the studio. She 
could carry a shoe all right, and 
did, but she refused to wait for 
her cue. 


The scene is a difficult one, even 
for the human actors and actresses 
—Claudette Colbert, Boyer, Melville 
Cooper and Isabel Jeans. Cooper, 
as the banker, is looking for one of 
his dress shoes. He hears a knock 
at the door, opens it and finds Miss 
Colbert and Boyer standing there. 
Behind them is Squeegee with the 
shoe in her mouth. Neither Miss 
Colbert nor Boyer is supposed to 
know the dog is there. They have 
come to tell Cooper that they can 
find neither the dog nor the shoe. 
Boyer starts to explain, and that 
is Squeegee’s cue to walk between 
the two and into the room, holding 
the shoe in her mouth. 


Renfro explained the scene to 
Squeegee, and she seemed to under- 
stand. It was rehearsed, and Squee- 
gee did it perfectly. 


“We'll take it now,” said Litvak, 
looking happy. But he didn’t look 
happy after the first take, for Squee- 
gee refused to wait for Boyer to 
speak. She walked in just as Coop- 
er opened the door. 

Renfro scolded her, and she hung 
her head. “She'll do it right this 
time,”’ Renfro assured the director. 
““She’s sorry she spoiled the scene.”’ 

On the next take, Squeegee wait- 
ed too long. The whole point of 
the scene was lost because Squee- 
gee didn’t interrupt Boyer in time. 
On the next she got tired and re- 
fused to come into the room at all 
—just stood there holding the shoe 
and looking disgusted. 

“Maybe it would be better if Miss 
Colbert or Mr. Boyer walked into 
the room with the shoe in their 
mouth,” suggested Cooper. But Di- 
rector Litvak scowled at him. 

The scene was finally filmed. On 
the fortieth take Squeegee timed 
her entrance right, and the com- 
pany breathed a sigh of relief. Ren- 
fro took Squeegee over in the cor- 
ner and gave her a biscuit. She 
turned up her nose at it — then 
lay down on her pillow and pro- 
ceeded to go to sleep. 


NATIONAL PROMOTIONS FOR LOCAL TIE-UPS 


ELIZABETH ARDEN COSMETICS 


An extensive promotional campaign which you 
can tie in to local activities. Dealer advertising 


material includes: 


1. Window displays of 30” x 40” framed 
sepia prints showing Colbert and 
Boyer to be used by leading dealers 
throughout the country. 


2. Counter displays of 15” x 20” photo- 
graphic displays especially designed 
for drug stores. 


3. Easel backed display cards sizes 5” x 
Ty ard) Vol! one VAS, 


4. Dealer ad mats for local co-ops. 


Contact dealers in your locality and arrange to 
take full advantage of this tie-up. 


This advertisements For further information write: 
featuring the pic- 
ture’s stars and title 
appears in six of the 
nation’s big-circula- 
tion fan magazines: 
STAGE, PHOTOPLAY, 
SILVER SCREEN, 
MODERN SCREEN, 
MOTION PICTURE, 
and SCREEN GUIDE. 


Mrs. Terry Cramer Quimby 


ELIZABETH ARDEN 
691 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 


EASTERN ISLES LOUNGING ROBE 


Window and counter display tie-ups can be arranged with local dealers 
handling this line. Display cards available in three sizes, featuring Anita 
Louise. Art material (shown on right) features Anita Louise in her 
home, and is suitable for Christmas promotion. Prominent title credits 
sve tHcluded in: 8”.x 10", 11x 14° end: in theviame 30” x 40” blow-up 
size. Two smaller sizes are furnished with attractive silver frames and 
have been distributed to all dealers. Supplement with scene stills, heralds, 
package stuffers, and co-operative ads carrying picture title, playdate. 


For further information write: 
EASTERN ISLES IMPORTING COMPANY 
16 EAST 34th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 


“LIP-LITE”’ 
BEAUTY AIDE 


“Lip-Lite,’”’ mewest accessory in 
cosmetics, enables one to make up 
in the dark. To introduce this new 
item, makers have lined up a broad 
campaign. Devoting prominent 
space to title, ‘‘Tovarich’’ and 
Anita Louise, ads will break in 
leading magazines. 8” x Oe 
counter display shown on right has 
been distributed to leading depart- 
ment stores. 


“MYSTERY 
GARDENIA’ PIN 


“Mystery Gardenia’ pin, worn by 
Anita Louise is fast becoming the 
country’s leading novelty item. 
Promotional aids from distributors 
include 8” x 10” photograph 
(shown at left) which is mounted 


on easel and has prominent title 
plug. Backed by strong ad cam- 


paign in Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar. 


For further information write: 
MR. LOUIS HIRSCH 
RICE WIENER CO., 
366 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 


For further information write: 
DISTINCTIVE CREATIONS 
10 West 47th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
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Direct Mail Campaign 


When writing, we suggest that instead 
of using the conventional ‘‘dear Mr.”’ or 
‘‘Miss,”’ you substitute the salutation 
to read “Dear Tovarich.”’ 


(General Letter ) 
Dear Tovarich: 


We are writing this letter at the request 
of one of our patrons who has given us your 
name that we may acquaint you with our latest 
screen offering, Claudette Colbert and 
Charles Boyer in "Tovarich," which starts 
(day and date) at the Strand Theatre. 


This comedy is based on the famous stage 
play by Jacques Deval, which ran for four 
Solid years and has set new attendance rec- 
ords in twenty-five different countries 
and was called the greatest comedy of this 
generation by the world's leading critics. 
This is truly the season's most exciting 
screen event — one you won't want to miss. 


We are sure that after you see this 
glamorous romantic comedy you will be grate- 
ful to your friend who so thoughtfully 
Submitted your name, and will be eager to 
recommend the picture to many other friends. 


Sincerely yours, 


(signed) The Manager 


(For Hotel Visitors ) 


Dear Tovarichs 


The Ritz Hotel is proud to welcome you 
as its guest. We feel that your stay will 
indeed be an enjoyable one because of the un- 
usual cultural and entertainment facilities 
our city possesses. 


May we suggest that you visit the Strand 
Theatre where Warner Bros.' glorious pro- 
duction, "Tovarich" starring Claudette 
Colbert and Charles Boyer, is now playing? 


If you desire to see "Tovarich," in- 
quire at the desk, and I will be happy to 
give the schedule of performances and direct 
you to the Strand Theatre. 


Sincerely yours, 


(signed) Hotel Manager 


(To Drama Club Members ) 
Dear Tovarich: 


"Tovarich" in any language spells a 
Smart, sparkling comedy which the Strand 
Theatre brings to you, Starring Claudette 
Colbert and Charles Boyer. 


From the capitals of. Europe "Tovarich" 
came to America where it played for four 
years and was lauded by leading critics 
everywhere. You may have seen the stage 
play. If you have, you will enjoy all the 
more the screen version of this delightful 
romantic comedy of a Grand Duchess and 
Prince who must earn their living as maid and 
butler in a rich Parisian home. 


The amusing complications after their 
disclosure as royalty make this one of the 
premier entertainment films of the year. 

I sincerely hope you will avail yourself 
of the opportunity to see this picture at the 
Strand on Saturday. 


Cordially yours, 
(signed) The Manager 
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Radio Announcements 


(Five Minutes ) 


ANNOUNCER: Friends and Movie 
Fans, lend us your ears for just a few 
minutes. Hear what folks around town 
are saying about the new picture com- 
ing to the Strand Theatre on Saturday: 


HUSBAND: Honey, this is the first time 
you've been dressed on time since we 
were married. 


WIFE: Of course, darling — tonight’s 
our night to see ‘“Tovarich.”’ 
(Pause or Music) 


FIRST MAN: Listen, she’s a follies doll, 
has her own car, a penthouse and she 
has a red-headed girl friend for you. 


SECOND MAN: Well, okay, but first 
we gotta see “Tovarich.”’ 
(Pause or Music) 


GIRL’S VOICE: | know you're leaving 
for Washington, senator, but | just 
can't miss ‘““Tovarich”’ tonight. 


ANNOUNCER: And so it goes on and 
on. People everywhere talking about 
‘Tovarich.” Listen: 

(Pause or Music) 


BRIDE: Oh darling, this is the most ex- 
citing day of my life. 


GROOM: Well hurry up and stop primp- 
ing — we're seeing ‘“‘Tovarich’’ tonight. 


ANNOUNCER: Don’t miss this treat of 
the year. See lovely Claudette Colbert 
in the role every star in Hollywood 
wanted to play; see romantic Charles 
Boyer in the most delightful perform- 
ance of his career; see the picture the 
whole world is talking about — ‘“‘Tovar- 
ich’ coming to the Strand on Saturday. 


(One Minute ) 


ANNOUNCER: Ladies and Gentlemen, 
get ready for the Big Thrill of the year. 
“Tovarich”’ is coming to town. Starring 
Claudette Colbert and Charles Boyer, 
this picture is based on the sensational 
stage hit that brought London, New 
York, and Paris a new kind of love. 


You'll see lovely Claudette Colbert as a 
Grand Duchess, more gorgeous than 
ever, back in Paris and still in love. 
You'll see romantic Charles Boyer as a 
Prince with not a care in the world, not 
a penny in his pocket — but billions in 
the bank. You'll laugh with them and 
love them as they jump from one gay 
misfortune to another. 


We won't tell you any more. If you 
want to see the grandest romantic com- 
edy of the year — be sure to see Claud- 
ette Colbert and Charles Boyer in 
‘“Tovarich,”’ coming to the Strand Thea- 
tre next Saturday. 


tt 


Popularize Title 


Make your patrons ‘Tovarich’-con- 
scious. Have your cashier and ticket 
taker say ‘““Thank you ‘Tovarich’.”’ 


Have attractive gal, dressed to look like 
a countess (long cigarette holder et al.) 
distribute cards. Date is opening of pic- 
ture, phone number is your theatre. 


TOVARICH 


RECEIVING AFTER DEC. 30TH 


PHONE FOR APPOINTMENT 
CIRCLE 6-1010 


In cooperation with Town Council ar- 
range to have large streamer run across 
main street at entrance to town. Visit- 
Ors are greeted by ‘Welcome Tovarich.”’ 
Theatre billing and playdate appears at 
bottom of streamer. 


Social Activities 


Announce on your screen and in thea- 
tre programs that there will be an After- 
noon Tea in honor of “‘Tovarich”’ in the 
lobby of your theatre a few days before 
the opening of picture. Serve the tea 
in Russian style (large glasses) and in- 
vite sippers to have their tea leaves read 
by a Fortune Teller (call him ‘Tovar- 
ich’) in the lobby. 
| ® 


Copy for classy announcement to list 
of local ‘‘400”’: 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


ANNOUNCES WITH PRIDE AN EVENT 
OF SMART ENTERTAINMENT 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT 


AND 


CHARLES BOYER 


IN THE GAY ROMANTIC COMEDY HIT THAT CAPTURED 
PARIS, LONDON AND NEW YORK 
/ 


“TOVARICH” 


A WARNER BROS. PRODUCTION 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 


AT 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 


Conduct a “Butlers and Maids Night” 
in your theatre. Special performance 
can be given with proceeds to charity. 
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Lobby Suggestions 


Week in advance of showing put a 
bench in front of your theatre with this 
sign: “Are you looking for a friend? Sit 
here — Reserved for ‘Tovarich’.”’ 


Photo display showing Boyer in amorous 
poses with former leading ladies will 
appeal particularly to women. Here 
they are: Claudette Colbert (Tovarich) , 
Danielle Darrieux (Mayerling), Jean 
Arthur (History Is Made At Night), © 
Greta Garbo (Conquest). Patrons vote 
on preferred “Tovarich.”’ 


For effective lobby display construct 
standee of maid and butler with faces 
of Colbert and Boyer. Lever in back of 
heads moves royal crowns on and off 
heads. Selling Line: ‘Butler and Maid 
or Prince and Grand Duchess? Which 
Shall They Be? See ‘Tovarich’.”’ 


CLAUDETTE The scintillating hit that showed New York, London 
of love— 


Paris a new kind 


“"TOVARICH’ 


(Pronounced ‘Toe-var-RICH’ , . and it is RICH!) 


4 ak: 
APRON worn ey THE 
DUCHESS WHEE SERVING 
HER MaDAme's GuESTS 


one 
os sf, 
poe. 


CHECK FoR THREE FRANCS 
WHICH BANK OF FRANCE 
ISSUED To Cover Sogn Goont, 


THESE ACS THE C422079 
TUE DUCHESS Stote FROM 
THE MARKET 


? i 


LNEEPAD THE PRINCE KENECIED 
ON WHEN LACING HIS 
MASTER'S SHOES, 


Susy A Few Foanct THe 
‘SERVANTS’ DEPOSITED IN 


TARA WORN BY THE 
Ducue ss WHEN NOT TOO 
BUSy WASHING DISHES 


7 
Yee) 
CHEF DOEWVRE oF tHE 
DUCHESS, SHE MADE THEM 
WITH HER OWN LitrLe HANDS 


pained 
Guretace Puc —trren 
Oy THE PRINCE EVERY 
NGHT BEFORE CETIRUNG, 


IF IT OCESN'T GET IN His way 
He'u TRy To GET THe 
40, 000, G00, O00 FRANCS 


ONE OF THE VERY BEST 

DISHES WHICH THE Duces 

ALMOST THROWS AT THE. 
COUNT, 


WHEN THE DUCHESS Playr 
THS, SMoK€ GE IN YouR_ 
yes (it's HAT HOT) 


TWAATING..... FMT DE 
VE «+0. Thats “TOVARICH,” 
STARRING 
Aun 


Attention getting display because it 
shows REAL THINGS — and not pic- 
tures. These alone will make ’em stop, 
look and read. Furthermore it brings 
the characters right down to earth and 
sets up the comedy situations. 


Scenes and copy are mounted on stair- 
way risers in an effective manner to an- 
nounce the title, the names of Colbert 
and Boyer; and a selling line: ‘“The com- 
edy hit that showed New York, London 
and Paris a new kind of love.’’ 


Invite your femme patrons to have their 
smiles photographed in lobby with prize 
for the smile most resembling Colbert’s. 


V4 Contest Ideas Tovarich Cocktail 


This clicked with New York column- 
ists. An usher in uniform armed with 
cocktail glasses and a large shaker filled 
with the ‘“Tovarich Cocktail,’ (the real 
stuff) goes calling on local editors offer- 
ing each a Tovarich Cocktail. Large rib- 
bon on shaker plugs picture. 


In cooperation with newspaper find 
your town’s prettiest waitress. Con- 
testants enter by clipping entry blank 
from cooperating paper which also print 
daily voting coupons, and deposit in 
lobby box. Line up restaurants to boost 
their waitresses with photos on menus 


and copy plugging contest and your Here’s how to make a Tovarich Cock- 
showing of picture. Winner is selected tail from the recipe by Oscar of the 
in theatre on opening night of picture. Waldorf: 

e . Juice of Y% fresh lime; 1 jigger of Martell *** 


Brandy; 1% teaspoon strained honey. Mix lime 


. : : . juice with honey, until dissolved; add brandy and 
Each night during run, one girl IS chosen cracked ice; shake well. Serve in cocktail glass, 
who looks most like the star. On the and decorate with maraschino cherry and small 


piece of twisted lemon peel. 


final night all girls are asked to appear 
on stage and ‘‘Miss Tovarich’”’ is select- 
ed by the judges or audience’s applause. 
Try to interest local merchants in tieing 
in by offering prizes. 


This is the card placed on tables 
in the cocktail bars and restaurants of 
the Waldorf-Astoria, New York’s most 
distinctive hotel: 


® 
‘ TOVARICH COCKTAIL 
Color reproduction of Colbert’s lips is py OSCAR OF THE WALDORF 
framed and used as the basis for con- are ere ‘ 2 paste 
. Ss PARKLING ND EFRESHING s HE CREEN’S 
test. Femme patrons are given squares ROMANTIC COMEDY FOR WHICH IT IS NAMED. 
of tissue on which to make their lip- CLAUDETTE COLBERT axvp CHARLES BOYER 
stick impression which is posted on dis- x “TOVARICH” 
play Su rrounding frame. Lips most like THE Joyous Hit THAT CAPTURED PARIS, LONDON 
’ : ° js AND NEW YORK 
Colbert’s win a cosmetic prize. ee a, 
» AT THE 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


STARTING DECEMBER 30TH 


Tie up with department store to fur- 

nish dining table, linens, silver and hte a Me sc a tags beeh comets hen 
china for a table-setting contest in your 
lobby. Each woman gets a chance to set 
the table and the choice of winner is 
based on most original combination of 
miele cine etc., as well as correct 
placing of all pieces. Cooperating store i : Ti = 

can offer merchandise SAVES Plug | ueneral Ile-ups 
contest in your ads and at cooperating 
store to insure biggest possible draw. 


Tie up with local shops in presenting a 
show of evening fashions in your thea- 
tre. Gowns are supposedly inspired by 
the one designed for Colbert. Models 
wear tiaras with the frocks to get over 


the Grand Duchess angle. Plug in ads 
Outdoor Stunts and local dress shops. 
On side of building in prominent loca- e 
tion post the word ‘Welcome’ in large 
letters across the top. Underneath post Arrange with newsstands and hotels to 
heads of Colbert and Boyer. Each day have small notes attached to morning 
for eight days add one letter of the pic- papers with copy: “‘Good Morning, 
ture’s title until ‘““Tovarich’’ is spelled Tovarich.” Then add picture plug; 
out. Playdate is added just before open- Theatre name and playdate. Same can 
ing of picture at your theatre. be done with evening papers. 
e e 
ae gle in block letters ane This picture is pre-sold with double 
BULLE Bat fe Fee He tS Sven , page and full page ads in 19 national 
Ba yere Bae wile ak On. Ade magazines. Contact local distributors 
oan eeee g. and newsstands to arrange for tack 
See Meprele Wattle ta trention: cards and inserts in January issues of: 
\ Look (Jan. 4) Modern Screen 
Secrets Stage (Dec. 1937) 

Post signs about town (tack cards will Cinema Arts | Movie Mirror 
do) with arrows pointing to your thea- pees ste 50) oe oe 
tre. Copy: “One way traffic to see Film Fun Hollywood 
Claudette Colbert and Charles Boyer in , ites Movie Story 

‘ he creenland Screen Romances 
Tovarich’ now at the Strand Theatre.”’ Silver Screen Picture Play 
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‘Small Town Stuff 


Suggestions from Nat Rosenthal, Manager, Iowa Theatre, Waterloo, Iowa 


In many ways we fellows in small town theatre operations are better off than our 


brothers in the big city. For one thing, we can “personalize” our work in selling 


pictures to our public. When | meet Mr. Jones on the street, | stop him and say, 


“John, I’m going to show another good picture starting next Friday; it’s called 


“‘Tovarich’, starring Claudette Colbert and Charles Boyer. ‘Tovarich’, you know, 


means friend, and believe me, friend, you can take my personal recommendation 


that you'll be highly entertained when you see ‘Tovarich’. Bring the family, they'll 


all enjoy it too!’ Here are other no-cost ideas we can put to work: 


We can start word-of-mouth advertising all 
over town by enlisting the cooperation of the grocer, 
the baker and other merchants whom we ask to 
talk up the picture to their customers... 


We can telephone most everybody listed in the 
directory, because our phone service is unlimited... 


We can go to the homes of influential men and 
women to tell them about the picture and get them 
to tell their club members and others among their 
friends... 


We can sell this picture on the basis of ‘Gay 
Entertainment For The Entire Family” and make a 
big play for attendance by children as well as 
adults... 


We can appeal to the superintendent of schools 
on the basis that the picture is one worthwhile for 
children to see, that it was produced by the makers 
of ‘Zola,’ ‘““‘Dream’’ and other outstanding films 
endorsed by educators. . 


We can sell the stars: Claudette Colbert, Charles 
Boyer, Basil Rathbone, Anita Louise, Morris Carnov- 
sky, Melville Cooper, Isabel Jeans. ... 


We can popularize the title by calling all our 
friends Tovarich: ‘‘Hello Tovarich’’— it will soon 
' get everybody doing it... 


We can sell the amusing situations | read about 
in the story synopses: Claudette and Charles as run- 
away lovers sneaking across roof-tops to avoid bill 
collectors; the gala celebration in Paris; the manner 
in which Claudette does a little quiet shop-lifting for 


dinner; playing tag with the police; how Claudette . 


teaches folk songs to the young son of her employer 
who is madly in love with her, not knowing she is 
the wife of the butler, played by Charles Boyer... 


We can tell folks in advance about the picture 
as we meet them in our theatre lobby... 


[is] 


We can ask women to talk about the picture at 
their teas, sewing-circles and luncheon meetings . . . 


We can talk to those attending meetings of the 
Rotary, Kiwanis and other service clubs, and place 
heralds on the tables for them to take home... 


We can help to arrange a benefit for a local 


charity, sponsored by important organizations in 


OWT. 


We can use the “‘personal endorsement’ angle 
in our displays and advertising, because the folks in 
town are our friends and our word goes big with 
HheNI 


We can call on the Mayor and the other local 
city officials to interest them in our showing of the 
picture and possibly get permission to print their 
endorsements .. . 


We can place cards in the windows on the day 
the stores close for mid-week half holiday, reading: 
CLOSED for a half holiday. Going to see Claudette 
Colbert and Charles Boyer in ‘“‘Tovarich’’ at the 
lowa Theatre. 


We can mimeograph a message on Western 
Union or Postal blanks reading: ““We take this means 
as the fastest and surest way to tell you about our 
showing of ‘Tovarich’ starring Claudette Colbert 
and Charles Boyer, the grandest love and laughter 
picture of this or any other year, starting next Fri- 
day at the lowa Theatre. Be sure to see it and bring 
the entire family for an evening of genuine enter- 
tainment”’.. . 


We can drop a card to business men reading: 
‘When the hard business day is over and you want 
to relax and forget your business cares, visit the 
lowa Theatre to enjoy Claudette Colbert and 
Charles Boyer in ‘Tovarich’ (which means friend) 
— the scintillating hit that showed New York, 
Paris and London a new kind of love.” 


ATTENTION-GETTING LOBBY DISPLAYS 


Shown on Right 


27 x 41 


Rental 50c 


40x60 FRAME 


40 x 60 
FULL COLOR 
PHOTO GELATIN 
LOBBY POSTER 
Rental 75c 


$10°° each 


FULL COLOR 
PHOTO GELATIN 
LOBBY POSTER 


The 40x60 frame illustrated 
at the left is made of 3” dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is 3 ply 14“ veneer. The 
easel is made of 2” pine wood. 


The 27x41 frame illustrated 
at the right is made of 2’ dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is a sturdy stretcher 
which fits snugly into the 
main frame. The easel is made 
of 2" pine wood. 


MODERN ART DISPLAY FRAMES 


2/x41 FRAME 


$500 each 


See samples at your Vitagraph Exchange. Order directly from your Vitagraph Ad Salesman. 


VALANCE —- BURGEE - FLAG 


SEASON‘’S MOST EXCITING SCREEN EVENT 


TCU aM 


CVT ACOUR 82¢0E9 


Hadilt 
COLBERT 
Charles 


BOYER 


IN THE SEASON'S MOST 
EXCITING SCREEN EVENT® 


BOYER 


BASIL RATHBONE 
ANITA LOUISE 


ISABEL JEANS 


BASIL RATHBONE 
ANITA LOUISE 


MELVILLE COOPER « 


MELVILLE COOPER « 


mn eM OO pr oy 


COLBERT 


THE SEASON'S MOST EXCITING SCREEN EVENT 


ISABEL JEANS 


VALANCE on rental basis: 
39” wide; length to fit your 
marquee. Made of trans- 
parent silkolene. Rental 
prices quoted on request. 
Send marquee size. 

e 


BURGEE: Made of lustrous 
satin with processed color- 
ed letters. Size 3’ x 4’: $1.50. 


FLAG: Double faced, on 


rental basis: Sunfast, weath- 
erproof material. Size 9’ x 
15’. Rental price on request. 


Order from: 


ART FLAG, INC. 
449 WEST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
(All Prices F.O.B. New York) 
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This 24-Sheet Posted in 1500 Cities from Coast-to-Coast 


A full 30 day campaign 
which you can augment 
in your city by posting 
the same paper on your 
own boards giving you a 
tremendous outdoor cam- 
paign that’s bound to be 
noticed all over town. 


2 


24 SHEET 


PRICES: 
ee Seapeenres toss $2.40 ea. 
OE i ieee Th, Sede oe 
kt eA, ieee $2.00 ea. 


25: ane over. $1.75 ea; 


QUANTITY PRICES 
(For Posting or Sniping) 


One-Sheets—50 to 99, I1l1c 
ea.; 100 and over, 9c ea. 
Three-Sheets—50 to 99, 
32c ea.; 100 and over, 28c¢ 
ea. Six-Sheets—25 to 49, 
80c ea.; 50 to 99, 70c ea.; 
100 and over, 60c ea. 


*e 


THEATRE IMPRINT 


Midget Window Card 4c ea. SEX SIHEE TD 222 oe ee Rental: 48c Each 


JUMBO WINDOW CARD 
(Size 22” x 28”) 


New Low Quantity Prices _ REGULAR WINDOW CARD 
11643. ee 10¢ = ea. 2. HL, » Beeps anes Soneee 7e ea. 
ONE SHEET *._... Rental: 8c Each 50-46 99 ee, 8V2¢ ea. SO: ta 99. 6c ea. 
300: 40199. os ee ee T¢:--ea. 
200 and over |.........05..c eee. 6V2e ea. 
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COLBIRT BOY ER | 


~TONUARNCH 


RATHER OAS Hie TSE 


RELE TRO GSR 


Chudit 


[OLBERT* BOYER 


The favorite play of America is 


THE SCREEN HIT OF THE YEAR! 


A year of preparation—3 months before the cameras — production 
costs breaking all studio records— and now the-love- and-laughter 
show that enthralled New York and London stage audiences for 
two seasons is ready to flash its glories on the nation’s screens. 


TOVARIC 


The show that gave Paris a new sensation, thrilled London, and captured New York... now in 


the full glory of the screen’s mighty magic... with a great cast of supporting stars including 


* English Version by Robert E. Sherwood + Music by Max Steiner 


Screen play by Casey Robinson « Adapted from the play by Jacques Deval 


Ready for a gala night in Paris!...with 4 billion francs 
in the bank and not a sou they could call their own! 


The runaway lovers take to the roof in one of 
the amusing and amazing scenes in “Tovarich.” 


“To Love! 
To You! 
Tonight!” 
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Big generous size — splendid lithography! It speaks for itself — that's why we put 
an actual sample in the press book! Use them for package inserts, program stuff- 
ers, to cover outdoor events and door-to-door distribution. Priced low enough to en- 
able you to buy a large quantity. They are waiting for you at your Exchange. 
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“HOLLYWOOD SPECIAL” 


In Two Sizes to Fit 40 x 60 and 40 x 80 Frames 


BROADRIAVS OLISIRABIAS 
PEAY. RECOHNES THE HIT 
PICTURE OF THE YEAR 


The latest thing in modern display ideas for your lobby. 


This display on “Tovarich” gives depth, color and the lumin- 
osity of indirect lighting. It's everything in the way of a de- 
luxe piece for your theatre. 
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Drop us a postcard today. Let us tell you how your theatre 
can have these displays at a reasonable weekly rental fee. 
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YOU'RE RIGHT 
MR. WINCHELL: 


“The reports from the coast have it that 


Warner’s ‘Tovarich’ tops the play version” 
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“You will go a long way before you will find a 


screen playso charming..a really swell picture! 


—L. A. EXAMINER 


‘A fascinating and novel picture—an unusual 


C) event of the motion picture screen!” —1. 4. times 7 


‘The film is one you'll not want to miss! | 
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and will be a substantial profit maker?! 


—HOLLYWOOD REPORTER ) 


“Picture has stuff for smash success!’ _patLy VARIETY 


‘Spontaneous applause for impressive acting, — 


and laughs of the right kind!’ —__. p. urratp 


“Thoroughly delightful comedy—should do ex- 


cellent business at the boxoffice! = — rium patty 


“Tovarich, should prove a desirable attrac- 


tion in any kind of a house! _M. P. DAILY 


“TOVARICH”.. accent on the RICH! 
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Is Your N ewspaper Making Use of 


This Interesting FREE Material? 


Show this clip sheet to the Editors in your city. Mats of the art and type 


are available FREE to newspaper editors who request this service from: 


Publicity Director _ 
WARNER BROS. PICTURES, INC. 
321 West 44th Street, New York City 
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FROM — WARNER BROS. PICTURES, INC., 321 WEST 44TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY. 


A RACKET 


OLIVIA DeHAVILLAND 
pings a mean game of Ping 
Pong in her Hollywood patio. 
You'll see her next on the 
screen all in Technicolor in 
Warners’ ‘‘Gold Is Where 
You Find It.” 


BETTE DAVIS still enjoys a good old New England turkey dinner for 
Christmas Day even though she is now in brightest Hollywood. In case 
you’re more interested in Bette than in the turkey, her next Warner 
picture is ‘‘Jezebel.’’ 


Christmas Turkey—Hollywood Style 


LIFE SAVER 


JANE BRYAN—who stands 
on the rim of the Hollywood 
pool is all ready to do life 
guard service should you by 
any chance be going under 
for the third time. She’s 
filming Warners’ “A Slight 
Case of Murder.’ 


The line “But just before Christmas I’m as good as good can be!’’ must apply to Marie Wilson — for see how prettily | 
she helps Santa out of the chimney; how dutifully she accepts his hug of appreciation; how surprised she is at his great 


big gift and how prompt she is on the pay-off! You'll be seeing her next in Warners’ “Without Warning.” 
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conventence to show it to local editors 
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*“TOVARICH’’ 


A Warner Bros. Picture Starring Claudette Colbert and 
Charles Boyer, with Basil Rathbone, Anita Louise, 
Melville Cooper, Isabel Jeans, Morris Carnovsky 
And Victor Kilian; Adapted from the Play by 
Jacques Deval; Music by Max Steiner; 
Directed by Anatole Litvak; Coming to 
FRR ER eR Gh Gal Phegive Om 5 


Fictionized by 
HARRY LEE 
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Chapter I 


‘Just why, Mikail my pigeon, 
are we dancing???’ 

‘*Because, my dearest Tatiana, 
it’s the Fourteenth of July! 


“‘T know perfectly well what 
day it is!’’ Her pert little nose 
took an alarming, impudent angle. 
‘*But why do the French dance 
on the Fourteenth of July? Don’t 
evade the question, wise one! ?’ 

‘*Well, they — they — er — 
ah —’’ He changed the subject 
abruptly, groaning with a comical- 
ly wry face, ‘‘ Darling, I’m starv- 
ing! I’ve been starving for weeks! 
It’s a wonder I can stand up, let 
alone dance! ’’ 


‘*Ouch!’? eried Tatiana, grasp- 
ing her tiny foot in pain. Her 


worn sole had made her stumble.’ 


‘*My last pair, too...’’ she sighed 
hopping on one foot, as he led her 
to a chair. He blamed himself 
for the accident. ‘‘Oh, my dar- 
ling Tatiana — you haven’t any 
shoes,’’ he murmured, ‘‘and I’ve 
been grumbling about an empty 
‘stomach! You’re a saint, Tatiana 
=" a, Saint! 2? 

‘“You’re sure of that??? 

““Tt was the very word used 

. .”? said Mikail reverently, ‘‘by 
His Majesty the Czar, your au- 
gust uncle! On the day he gave me 
your hand, he said, ‘Prince Oura- 
tieff, in marrying my niece, the 
Grand Duchess Tatiana Petrovna, 
you are marrying a saint!’ ”? 

‘‘He knew me very well,’’? Ta- 
tiana announced, demurely. 

“‘He was no doubt referring, 


my dear,’’? Mikail retorted, ‘‘to 
the way you act, not the way you 
want to act! ’’ 

At this Tatiana flew into the 
prettiest rage imaginable. She re- 
fused to pardon him till he had 
mended her shoe and humbly beg- 
ged her pardon. She then flew in- 
to his lap, showering him with 
kisses and commands. She ordered 
him to ask the orchestra leader 
why the French dance on the Four- 
teenth of July. When Mikail re- 
spectfully declined she stormed the 
trombone player herself. 

‘‘T think, Mademoiselle, it has 
something to do with history, but 
just what . ?? he shrugged. 
‘‘Just one moment, I ask my 
neighbor!’’ After asking all his 
colleagues, he returned. ‘‘ We cele- 
brate La Bastille, Mademoiselle! ’’ 

‘*You see, pigeon! ’’ smiled Ta- 
tiana, returning to Mikail and 
whirling him into the dance again, 
‘‘TIt was so simple to find out! 
Now we ean celebrate without any 
annoying doubts! He said we cele- 
brate La Bastille! Isn’t that 
nice??? 

‘*Nice?’? cried Mikail, halting 
for other reasons than hunger, 
‘“Tt’s horrible! The Bastille fell 
Bee 

‘‘What difference, tall one, if it 
fell in or flew in! If the French 
people want to celebrate an earth- 
quake — it is a bit queer! But 
charming! Dance, darling! ’?’ 

‘‘Listen to me, Tatiana! It 
wasn’t an earthquake! It was a 
revolution ! The French Revolu- 


tion! They slaughtered the King 
and the aristocrats!?’ 

“You mean... the same that 
happened to us... in Russia???’ 

oe Yes! +) 

‘“‘We — the Grand Duchess Ta- 
tiana Petrovna and her consort -—— 
we —celebrating a revolution??? 

““Yes, Your Highness.’’ 

‘Why didn’t you tell me?’? 

aDhel BY elie Caste 

‘“We must get out of here! ’? 

They were hurriedly elbowing 
their way among the dancers when 
the trombone player overtook them 
breathlessly. ‘‘I have found all 
about it,’’ he panted, ‘‘On the 
Fourteenth of July was the great 
victory of the people against tyran- 
WY5- andes eee 

‘*Go away!’’ cried Tatiana in- 
dignantly. 

In an incredibly short time they 
were free from the crowd and 
standing before a frowsy dump 


dignified by the name of the Hotel 
de Quercy. The sign advertised 
cheap rates, and the glowering man 
in the doorway was the proprietor. 

‘*Hey,’? he called, taking a 
paper from his pocket, ‘I wish 
to see you! ’? 

‘‘So sorry, Monsieur Courtois,’’ 
Tatiana flung back. ‘‘we are terri- 
bly busy! ’? 

They made a wide detour to 


Six-Day Serial Story alive with interesting 
reading. Photos and type available in mat 
form to Editors requesting this feature. 


Write or wire to Campaign Plan Editor. 


avoid him, scurried up a dark al- 
ley, and a rickety stairway on the 
outside of a dilapidated building, 
clambered to the roof, and paused 
to catch their breath. 

A plank spanned the chasm be- 
tween the roof and the window of 
their room in the next building. 

‘“Courage, darling,’’ said Mi- 
kail, getting down with agility to 
crawl across, ‘‘We’re near the 
safety of our own fireside.’’? Ta- 
tiana followed him slowly and with 
extreme caution. ‘‘Imagine,’’ she 
grumbled, ‘‘his making us come 
on all fours like this ... all be- 
cause we owe him a few francs! .. 
As if guests like us were an every- 
day occurrence in his moth-eaten 
old hotels. 327 

‘‘Ssh .. .’? Mikail halted sud- 
denly in mid-air. 

‘“Wh — what is it?’’ inquired 
Tatiana. 

‘“Monsieur Courtois ... he’s in 


“All because we owe a few francs rent!’’ 


our room... ! Back up!?? 

OCT cant baek ip ands. 
won’t! It took me days to learn 
to crawl forward! Proceed Prince 
Ouratieff! The Grand Duchess Ta- 
tiana Pretovna commands! ’? 

‘*Yes, Your Highness! ’’ 

The _imperial procession pro- 
ceeded. 


(To be continued tomorrow). 
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Other FREE Serials Now Ready 


“FIRST LADY” 


“FHE LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA” 
“THEY WON'T FORGET” 


“CONFESSION” 


“FHE PERFECT SPECIMEN” 


HITCH HIKER 


GLORIA BLONDELL must have been kept after school, or 
missed the bus or something. It seems apt, however, that 
the title of her next Warner film is “Highway Pirates.” 


SHE TWANGS A MEAN BOW 


MARGARET LINDSAY fits an arrow to her bow-string and 
faces the bull’s-eye. She was snapped while vacationing 
after the completion of her latest Warner film, ‘Gold Is 
Where You Find It.” 


Six-Chapter Serializations of: ““THE LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA’’—“CONFESSION”’—“THE PERFECT SPEC. 
“FIRST LADY’ — “TOVARICH” and “GOLD IS WHERE YOU 
FIND IT.” Available in mats including art and type upon request from newspaper editors to: Publicity 
Director, Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 321 West 44th Street, New York City. 
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HUGH HERBERT says his binoculars have made shore leave a pleasure RR 


Yellow Peril 


GLAD TO SEE 
HER BACK 


ANN SHERIDAN goes in for 
2 the Chinese motif when it 
MARIE WILSON does jus- comes to-pajamas, With Iie 
fine te Gis lca bocked ~ Chinese military collar, short . 
gown of black satin for eve- sleeve cuffs, and odd ‘frogs 


ning wear in her latest War- ona the front. Her [Se 
ner picture, ‘‘Without einer DIGtrs So 
Warning.” Loved a Fireman. 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


